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from fighting one another, the sooner  we are left free to fight,
the  bettter for  our manhood,  our respective religions  and our
country.   It will not be a new phenomenon if we fought ourselves
into sanity. The English carried on internecine warfare for twenty-
one years before they settled down to peaceful work.   The French
fought among themselves with a savage ferocity hardly excelled
during recent times.   The Americans did nothing better before they
evolved their commonwealth.    Let us not hug our unmanliness
for fear of fighting amongst ourselves.    The able writer of the
"notes" loves unity as much as any of us and suggests that there
must be "a root and branch change, a radical transformation and
reconstruction from the foundation".   But he leaves the reader to
guess the remedy.   It would have been better if he had made con-
crete suggestions.    He would evidently have us inter-marry and
inter-dine if only by way of a beginning.   If that is the radical
transformation desired by him and if it is a condition precedent to
the attainment of swaraj I very much fear that we would have to
wait at least for a  century.    It is tantamount to asking Hindus
to give up their religion,   I do not say that it is wrong to do so,
but I do suggest that it is reformation outside practical politics.
And when that transformation comes, if it is ever to come, it will
not be Hindu-Muslim unity.   And what the present movement is
aiming at is to achieve unity even whilst a devout Mussulman
retains his faith intact and a devout Hindu his.    I have therefore
often said to my audiences, that the Ali Brothers and I serve as
an object-lesson to all Hindus and Mussulmans in Hindu-Muslim
unity.   We both claim to be devoted to our respective faiths.   In
spite of the greatest regard for the Brothers I would not give my
daughter in marriage to one of their sons, and I know that they
would not give theirs to my son, assuming that in spite of his
being a Hindu, he so far reformed himself as to covet the hand of
their daughter.    I do not partake of their meat foods, and they
scrupulously respect my bigotry,    if my self-denial may be so
named.   And yet I do not know three persons whose hearts are
more united than those of the Ali Brothers and myself.   And I
wish to assure the reader, that the unity is not a camouflage but
it is a lasting friendship based upon exquisitely delicate regard and
toleration  of one another's views and  habits.   And  I have no
manner of fear that when the protecting hand of the British is
withdrawn from me,  either the Brothers or their friends would
violate my freedom or attack my religion.   And I base this secu-
rity from fear first upon God and His promise of safety to every
creature of His who endeavours to walk in His fear, and then